Love on the Run
by Rebecca M. Alvin

“The film is a love story period. And I don’t think there’s going
to be any controversy,” says Ryan Doucette of Thom Fitzgerald’s latest
movie Cloudburst. And why should it be controversial? It’s only a road
movie about two elderly lesbians, one of whom is blind, heading to
Nova Scotia to get married after 31 years living together as partners.
Cloudburst centers on Stella (Olympia Dukakis) and Dot (Brenda
Fricker), two Mainers who decide to hit the road when Dot’s intolerant,
prudish granddaughter plots to put her in a nursing home and break up
their three-decade-old romance. While on the lam, the pair picks up a
handsome young hitchhiker named Prentice, played by Doucette, an
actor new to the screen, having spent most of his career to this point
doing one-man comedy and mime shows, mostly in Canada.
Asked if the film faced any right-wing outcries in his native
Nova Scotia, Doucette says it hasn’t, in part because it is a very funny
comedy, but also because “it’s not like oh my God, homosexual
power!... It’s just very basic. Two people are in love; they’re trying
to get married. It’s not a big deal and the movie doesn’t make it a big
deal.”
But in some ways, it is a big deal. For one thing, the
representation of the elderly in cinema is a long-standing issue. After
all, Hollywood is about youth and beauty and perpetuating a delightful
fantasy in which no one ever grows old. Representation of the GLBT
community in the movies has also been fraught with problems over
the years, although mountains seem to have been moved overnight

and changing views have led to an increased presence of gay men and
lesbians in film. But combining this recently embraced group with the
former, more problematic group is rare. Lesbians are more interesting
to Hollywood screenwriters when they are sexy and young; when they
are appealing not only to lesbian audiences, but to the much larger
heterosexual male demographic – particularly those in the coveted age
group: 18-35.
Dukakis and Fricker portray their characters as nearly opposite
women, bickering about minor things, taking each other for granted,
and expressing the kind of easy, comfortable love old married couples
exude. They yell at each other, they disagree, and then they come
together again as if nothing happened. And here and there, they display
moments of deep love for one another, the likes of which you don’t
see with the more sexually charged, young love more often featured in
movies.
Both actresses are Academy Award winners, Fricker for the 1989
film My Left Foot, and Dukakis for 1987’s Moonstruck. And they both
turn in great performances here. But it is Dukakis who truly transforms
herself. While she’s played the grumpy, cynical type before, in
Cloudburst she is able to unleash an inner rage we haven’t seen before.

Olympia Dukakis and Brenda Fricker star as Stella and Dot.

Ryan Doucette as Prentice.

Her character is rough around the edges, intolerant of weakness and
stupidity, and angry at the world. But her love runs deep.
Doucette says he learned a lot from these two veterans of the
screen. “They taught me when to shut up,” he laughs. “This being
my first feature, they would throw popcorn in my face or hit me in
the groin beneath the dashboard [of the truck the characters travel
in]. You can’t see it, but there was a lot of action down there!”
But Doucette came to the film already knowing his character
quite well: he played Prentice in the stage version of Cloudburst,
which ran for several weeks in Nova Scotia’s Plutonium Playhouse
before Fitzgerald adapted it for the screen. While Cloudburst is
essentially a love story between Stella and Dot, true to its road
movie form, it is also about transformation as each of the three
main characters embarks on their own private journeys. For his
part, Doucette says, “I think every character is just trying to figure
out who they are and what they want to do – what they can do. For
Prentice, he wants to be a modern dancer – or he thinks he does.
He doesn’t know. He’s just trying to discover himself and these two
ladies help him.”
Prentice is on his way to visit his ailing mother, who we get
the sense has sent him away because he doesn’t get along with her
husband. When he finally does reach his mother, Doucette says, “he
finds out he doesn’t need someone to take care of him. Maybe he
needs someone to take care of.”
Beyond the compelling story and raucous humor (particularly
coming from Dukakis’s crabby character), Cloudburst also features
some devastatingly beautiful imagery. Shot entirely in Nova Scotia,
it gives us a stunning portrait of our neighbors to the north, with
towns that are reminiscent of the New England coast, but unique, as
well. In one scene, the women are caught off guard by the tidal range
in the Bay of Fundy while sightseeing at Blomidon Provincial Park.
The otherworldly image of low tide there is absolutely marvelous.
Ultimately, Cloudburst may be as Doucette says, just a love
story, but it’s also a fun ride with strong acting performances, and at
its core, a message – not a political one, but a message just the same:
love comes in all shapes and if we’re lucky, in all ages, as well.
Cloudburst is screening at the Waters Edge Cinema, 237
Commercial St., 2nd Fl., Provincetown, October 8 & 9 at 2 & 7:15
p.m. and October 10 - 14 at 3 & 7:15 p.m., with additional matinees
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, October 13 and Sunday, October 14. For
tickets, updated showtimes, and information, call 508.487.FILM or
visit www.watersedgecinema.org.
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